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READINGS FOR SPRING 2008  

Hesiod,  Works & Days and Theogony, trans. Lattimore (Univ of Michigan Press)  

Thucydides, History of the Pelopennesian War, trans. Warner (Penguin) 

Anonymous,  Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, trans. Raffel (Signet) 

William Shakespeare, Antony and Cleopatra, ed. Braunmuller (Pelican/Penguin) 

Anne Bradstreet, The Works of Anne Bradstreet, ed. Rich (Belknap) 

Willa Cather, O Pioneers!, ed. Lindemann (Oxford) 

John Cowper Powys, A Glastonbury Romance (Penguin)  

Elias Khoury, Gate of the Sun (Archipelago)  

 

LITERARY GENIUS, the burden of greatness, takes innumerable shapes and forms. From book to play to 
poetry, brilliant minds use their extraordinary gifts to entertain, inspire, enrage, and enlighten us of 
philosophical and artistic concerns, social trappings, and human conceit, among others.  

PETER ARCESE, poet, playwright, director, and attorney, has been on the faculty of NYU’s School of 
Continuing and Professional Studies since 1997, teaching such courses as: Brilliant Minds, Great Books, 
Shakespeare, Classical Literature, Literature for the 21st Century, and Humanities III & IV. His work in the arts began 
in 1984 with the opening of his verse play, The Breakfast, in New York City at the Douglas Fairbanks Studio 
Theatre. Recently, he directed the world premiere of Behind the Eyes and Threesome, a series of one-act plays by 
the late William Packard. He also earned the praise of Kurt Vonnegut for his staged reading of Joseph in the Pit: 
The Third Dream, a verse drama written by Walter James Miller and funded in part by the Ruttenberg 
Foundation and the New York Foundation for the Arts (DVD, Athanata Arts 2003). His translations of 
poetry and drama from the classical Greek include Aeschylus’s Agamemnon into English syllabic verse (Lintel 
2001) and selected fragments of Sappho (The New York Quarterly, No. 58). He is the recipient of NYU’s 
Award for Teaching Excellence and is co-founder and President of Athanata Arts, Ltd., a production and 
publishing company dedicated to promoting interdisciplinary approaches to the arts. As an attorney 
concentrating in Estate Planning and Charitable Gift Planning, he works to create solutions for the 
preservation and succession of wealth across generations and the support of the Arts and Humanities.  

 
 


